242

the servants of government, and all subjects to, obey his
behests. He also advised Eskandar to govern righteously
and according to the religion of Islam, to cherish learned
and religious men, to protect widows and orphans, the poor
and the helpless. After Filqus had terminated his admoni-
tion he placed Eskandar on the throne, and put the royal
crown on his head.

In historical works other statements occur about the
descent of Eskandar, but to mention all of them would be
long and tedious. According to the Emam Shams-ud-din
Muhammad Bin Mahmud Shaharruzi, Eskandar was the
true son of Filqus, and his statement in the Nashat-ulla-
rudh runs as follows : After Filqus had reigned seven years
he was suddenly murdered by one of his courtiers named
Falus, who had fallen so violently in love with the spouse
of Filqus and mother of Eskandar that he lost his peace of
mind, could find no rest, and abstained even from sleep
and food:

Verses : Love subdues even a lion,

And makes him unreasonable ;
At times friendship he will show,
At others he is a defiant foe.

Although Falus offered gold, silver, jewels, and fine
clothes to that virtuous lady, and tried various stratagems
to initiate an amorous intrigue, her innocence and piety
baffled all his attempts. At last he conceived the idea to
obtain forcible possession of her by assassinating Filqus and
usurping his kingdom. He watched a long time for an
opportunity to execute his unhallowed design, till one day
Filqus despatched an officer with a detachment of warriors
to subdue the son of King Fillatus, who had rebelled, and
sent also Eskandar with troops for the purpose of conquer-
ing the city of Beraqus. When Falus had ascertained that
the army was divided, and that the long-hoped-for oppor-
tunity was at hand, he assembled a number of malcontents,
with whom he attacked Filqus so vehemently that when
the remainder of the army and the inhabitants of the city
came to his aid they found him half killed when they